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Latest West End bashing preventable

Robin Perelle

OLICE HANDLING
of a recent bashing has
left the victim and other
gays saying relations
between the queer commu-
nity and the city’s cops need a lot
of work.

But the West End'’s top cop says
he’s committed to ironing out the
bugs.

Velvet Steel says the officers she
dealt with on Sep 17 were uncoop-
erative and rude, harkening back
to the bad old days when cops
routinely dismissed gay com-
plaints and refused to investigate
gay-bashings.

In this case, the lead officer nei-
ther gave Steel a file number nor
made any arrests at the scene,
even though the suspects were still

present. The officer also refused to
hand over her business card and
even suggested that Steel was the
one breaking the law, Steel says.

Steel, a respected small busi-
ness owner and post-operation
transsexual, says she no longer
feels protected by the Vancouver
Police Department (VPD)—partic-

ularly since the attack could have

been prevented.

The evening of Sep 17 began
ordinarily enough for Steel and her
husband, Ray Pichette. They had
dinner at Andale’s Mexican restau-
rant on Davie St, then took their
usual route home at around 10
pm. As they approached the little
park at the corner of Cardero and
Comox, they ran into a group of
about nine teenagers loudly call-
ing people “fags” and “dykes.”

Steel immediately called 911.
Though an officer arrived within
minutes, all he did was disperse
the teens. He did not ask them for
any identification, Steel says dis-
gustedly. “The officer basically
huffed his shoulders at me, got in
his car and drove off.”

Minutes later, the teens re-
grouped and converged on Steel
and her husband. They allegedly
called the couple “fucking fag-
gots"—and then they lunged.

Insp Dave Jones, the VPD's top
cop in the West End, admits that
the officer who responded to that
first call should have done more.
He should have asked the teens for
identification and filed a report,
Jones says. That is policy in a situ-
ation where people are making

hate-biased comments.
When asked if the attack was

WHEN POLICING FAILS: Velvet Steel suffered broken, swollen fingers,

after a bashing that Vancouver police could have prevented.

therefore preventable, Jones
pauses. “We're talking chicken and
egg, | guess,” he finally says. “I
don't know.”

He says he plans to ask the offi-
cer why he failed to follow policy.

Steel is not appeased. Three of
her fingers are broken and the
bruises on her cheek, leg and foot
have yet to completely fade.

One teen, she says, ripped her
purse and grocery bag from her
shoulders and scattered their con-
tents across the road. When she
grabbed him to hold onto him
until police could arrive, Steel says

two more teens attacked her hus-
band, hitting him until he fell to
the ground and lost his glasses.

Hearing the commotion, a
neighbour called 911 and minutes
later, officers once again arrived
on the scene.

But once again, Steel says they
failed her. The officers refused to
arrest the teens for assault.
Instead, one officer told Steel that
she could be arrested for holding
the teen until they arrived.

Steel was furious. “This is
garbage,” she told the officer.

Continued on page 8
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